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If you were one of the disciples, and your hopes were about to be dashed as 

the One you hoped would be your deliverer, was brutally tortured and 

crucified, what would you need to sustain you through such dark, horrific 

days? What would you need to sustain your faith?  

 

As Jesus calls you to take up your cross and follow Him today, what will keep 

you from the crippling impact of disillusionment when the cost of following 

Christ becomes a reality? What will you need to sustain your faith? I suggest 

to you one thing you will need to persevere and be faithful to Christ even 

through the normal challenges of life, is clear vision of the supremacy and 

glory of Jesus. Its so important to know Him now and so that we can cling to 

Him tomorrow when trials come.  

 

Today’s passage is about the supremacy of Christ. What we will see in Mark 

9 through the transfiguration is that the Christ who came to suffer for us is 

the Son of supreme glory. The story of the transfiguration seems foreign to 

our daily world, yet there is a remarkable relevance to our lives that we 

need to gain from this passage.   

 

To get us started, let me set the stage by getting us reoriented to where we 

are in Mark’s gospel. AS we look out over this sea of events in Mark 8 & 9, 

there are 5 five buoys to help us chart our course across the open water:   

 

a. Confession: You are the Christ (Son of the living God)—Mark 8:29 

b. Cross foretold: suffering and death will precede ultimate glory—

Mark 8:31 

c. Call to discipleship: followers must also walk road of cross-bearing—

Mark 8:34 

d. Christ transfigured: divine glory and supremacy revealed—Mark 9:2-

8 

e. Cross-ward march begins: Jesus singular mission from this point on 

is to go to Jerusalem to die (and to prepare His disciples for it) 

 

As Jesus begins His mission toward the cross, He begins to prepare His 

disciples by giving them a clear vision of His glory through the 

transfiguration that will help them endure the sufferings to come.  

 

We are going to see the supremacy of Christ in 3 stunning ways: 

 

1) His glory is divine [vs. 2-3].  

 

When verse 2 says that Jesus was transfigured, the original word 

that Mark used was metamorpheo, from which we get our English 

word metamorphosis. Most often we think of this word in 

relationship to the changes a caterpillar goes through to become a 

butterfly. The disciples saw Jesus literally change before them so 

that what they saw was not just Jesus through the veil of His human 

flesh, but Jesus in in all His divine glory.  

 

[vs. 3]. Notice that what the disciples saw was not the glory of God 

reflected off of Christ like a mirror, but rather the glory of God 

radiating out of Christ as the source. The result was that the 

intensity of the pure light of His glory caused even his clothes to 

become so purely white that nothing on this earth could be 

compared to it.  

 

It’s interesting to note that according to some philosophers, color is 

not inherent in something but rather is added to a substance by the 

presence of light. [perhaps this explains why the pants I am wearing 

today are so confusing—when I put them on in the bedroom light 

they are green but when I get to church they are brown] So color 

comes from light and all the hues of the rainbow are found in the 

pure light of the sun. “But when all these colors are mixed together 



I in the purity of light, we have absolute whiteness.”
1
 Matthews 

account says that Jesus was transfigured before them and “His face 

shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light” 

(Matt 17:2). So what radiated from Jesus was such fullness of glory, 

manifesting such purity of light, that even His clothes could not 

display any form of color but radiant white.  

 

Later on John would write, “we saw His glory, glory as the one and 

only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14). Peter wrote, “we were eye 

witnesses of His majesty” (2 Pet 1:16) The writer of Hebrews began 

his epistle saying, “He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of His nature” (Heb 1:1-3) 

 

What the disciples saw was the intense purity of God’s holiness and 

the full splendor of God’s glory; and this single glimpse, this vision of 

Jesus’ divine glory would eventually have the lasting impact of 

coloring every experience of suffering in a way that would 

strengthen their faith to endure.  (They didn’t fully understand until 

after the resurrection but Mark is writing in such as way that we will 

understand that the Christ who suffers is the Son of Glory).  

 

2) His word is the definitive climax of God’s revelation (vs 4-8).  

 

[Hebrews 1:1-3] 

 

In vs. 4 Elijah and Moses suddenly appear and begin conversing with 

Jesus. The only thing we know about their conversation is the 

general topic which we discover in Luke 9:31: “Moses and Elijah, 

who appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He 

was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” In other words, they were 

talking about Jesus death.  
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But why Moses and Elijah? I believe it is because these two together 

represent the whole of the OT Scriptures. Moses was the giver of 

the law. Elijah represented the prophets. As they speak to Jesus 

about His coming death there seems to be 3 points of significance:  

 

a. The presence of Moses and Elijah confirm that Jesus’ 

death was what the law and the prophets pointed to. 

Later in Luke 24 Jesus confirmed that “all things which 

were written about Him in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled…that the 

Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead on the 

third day.”  

 

b. The presence of Moses and Elijah point to the 

culmination of the OT scriptures in the gospel of Christ. 

In other words, the gospel of Jesus is the primary 

message which all of Scripture exists to support. The 

good news of Jesus death and resurrection would from 

now on be the God’s primary, central message. Luke 

16:16 says, “The law and the prophets were proclaimed 

until John; since that time the gospel of the kingdom 

has been preached…” (cf. Matt 11:13). 

 

c. The presence of Moses and Elijah demonstrates the 

preeminence/superiority of Jesus over the law and the 

prophets. Notice the emphatic nature of vs. 8: “All at 

once they looked around and saw no one with them 

anymore, except Jesus alone.” Jesus was not being 

promoted to the rank of Moses and Elijah but was 

superseding them. Jesus is not one among many; He is 

the singular focus of our attention because He is not 

merely a servant of God but the very Son of God to 

demands our utmost attention.  

 

3) His sonship establishes His supremacy [vs. 7]. 



 

What is the cloud? In the OT God’s presence was often manifested 

in the form of a cloud as well as fire. The cloud led the children of 

Israel through the wilderness by day and the pillar of fire by night. 

The glory of the Lord settled on Mt. Sinai in the form of a cloud (Ex 

24) and appeared to be like a consuming fire on top of the 

mountain. Later, the cloud filled the tabernacle with the glory of the 

Lord (I Kings 8).  Furthermore, the word overshadow in vs. 7 is the 

same word used of the Spirit overshadowing  Mary when she 

miraculously conceived. The cloud is the manifest glory and power 

of the presence of God.  

 

Not only were the disciples overcome by the cloud but when they 

looked at Jesus they felt as though they were looking into the Sun. 

The disciples were experiencing what Moses experienced on Mt. 

Sinai and they were stricken with fear.  

 

Then the voice of God spoke from the cloud saying, “this is My 

beloved Son, listen to Him.” Moses and Elijah were not to be their 

main concern.  Don’t be impressed to be in the presence of Moses 

and Elijah—they are just servants. Pay attention to My Son! The 

One who tells you that He must suffer and die. The One who leads 

you to glory by a road of suffering and death—listen to Him! There 

is no voice purer; no voice truer. 

 

This contrast between servant and son is highlighted in Hebrews 3:  

 

“Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider 

Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. 

2 He was faithful to God who appointed Him, as Moses also was in 

all God’s house. 

3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by 

just so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the 

house. 

4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is 

God. 

5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, for a 

testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; 

6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over God’s house whose house 

we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm 

until the end. 

7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you hear His 

voice, Do not harden your hearts…” 

 

[Heb 3:1-3] 

Listen to Jesus!  

 

On the way back down the mountain Jesus and this disciple discuss Elijah 

who was expected to return. In vs. 13 Jesus informs them that Elijah has 

already returned. We know from Matthew 17 that they understood that He 

was not talking about Elijah himself, but John the Baptist who came in the 

“spirit and power of Elijah.” Jesus reminds the disciples here in vs. 8 that 

just as John was treated with contempt, so He would be treated with 

contempt, reminding them of the cross He and those close to Him would 

have to bear.  

 

Its hard to read these words without remembering what Jesus said a few 

days earlier in Mark 8:34: “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 

himself, take up his cross and follow Me.”  

 

How would the disciples bear up under such contempt toward Jesus; toward 

themselves? Certainly they would need the Spirit’s power, but they would 

also need a vison of Jesus’ glory. They would need the unwavering 

conviction of the supremacy of Jesus and His word. As the disciples laid 

down their own lives for Christ, they would need to be assured that He was 

the Son of God, dressed in divine glory, and that His word was superior to 

even that of the Moses and the prophets.  

 

My friends we too need a clear vision of the supremacy of Jesus. We will 

cave under the mere pressure of circumstances and trials long before the 

pressure of persecution even reaches us if we do not have a clear vision of 

the One whom we are called to lay down our lives for.  

 

This is why walking with Jesus day by day and having our eyes trained by the 

Scriptures to see Him clearly is so essential. There is no other way to 

prepare for the unknown testing of tomorrow. You don’t know how your 



faith will be tested tomorrow. You don’t know what the cost of following 

Christ may be tomorrow. But the one sure way we can prepare is by fueling 

our vision of His greatness.  

 

We need a deepening grasp of His… 

 Wisdom 

 Power 

 Grace 

 Compassion 

 Goodness 

 Holiness 

 Sovereignty 

 Distain for sin  

 Humility 

 Love 

…today, so that we can endure the trials of tomorrow without losing our 

confidence in our Master. I must live with the hope of glory knowing that 

Jesus has ultimately walked the necessary road of suffering for me; and that 

has I follow Him on the cross-bearing road and experience the rejection of 

this world, the promise of His glory awaits me and the power of His 

greatness sustains me.  

 


